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Foiled in the Assembly Mirabeau did all that in him lay by
a series of memoranda,1 characterized by remarkable
shrewdness and insight, to guide the steps of the King and
to save the monarchy. His first plan was the formation of
a ' Responsible ' ministry which should command the con-
fidence both of the Crown and of the Extreme Left. But
the materials for such a ministry did not exist. Quick to
recognize his failure, Mirabeau's next plan was to induce the
King to appeal to France against Paris. The advice was at
once sagacious and bold, but the execution of the scheme
needed organizing genius of the first order. Where could
the Court find agents fit for the task ? Mirabeau himself
was not fully trusted by the Court, and the golden oppor-
tunity which he and he alone might have seized was lost.
But despite his failure Mirabeau's political ascendancy
seemed to be never more unquestioned than in the last
months of his tempestuous career. In December he was
elected President of the Jacobin Club, and on 30 January,
President of the Assembly. On 2 April 1791, he died.
Carlyle confidently affirms that * had Mkabeau lived, the
history of France and of the world had been different'.
It is far from certain ; but no one can question the accuracy
of Mirabeau's own prediction: ' When I am gone they will
know what the value of me was. The miseries I have held
back will burst from all sides on France. I carry in my
heart the death-dirge of the French monarchy : they will
fight over its corpse/ The one real statesman in France
was dead: whether even he could have saved the mon-
archy, and averted the deluge that followed, it is impossible
to say. It is certain that no one else could.
From this moment the King seems to have realized the
hopelessness of his position. On 18 April 1791 he attempted
FLIGHT TO to leave Paris for St. Cloud, but was stopped
VARENNBS a-Qfj turned back by the mob. His: one hope
now was to get away from the capital. On 20 June the
royal family left Paris secretly for Metz, but the affair was
* Cf. Mirabeau : Correspondence avec le Comte de la March.   (Paris,